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begged me to come to him, and had a long conversation
with me. He said I had been quite different to Aegidi;
every one had read about me; and yet I had never
pushed myself forward. Little influence was exercised
over the press now. In the long run, however, that
would not do, and it had already occurred to him
whether I might not return. But Bucher was of
opinion that I should not be willing to do so. I replied
that, as a matter of fact, I did not wish to ; but if the
Prince desired it I would regard that as a command.
Finally, he was good enough to give me a " partout"
card of admission to the Eeichstag. I went there, heard
Haenel and Bennigsen speak on the crisis, and then
strolled off to Hitter Schulze's, where I took lunch. On
returning to my hotel the porter handed me a note from
the Prince, inviting me to dine with him at 6 P.M.
Went there in a frock coat, as requested in the note but
wearing a smart white tie and white gloves, while
etiquette prescribed a black tie and coloured gloves with
a frock coat. I was soon to be reminded of this breach
of propriety.

The table was laid in the first of the two back rooms.
When I entered only the Princess, Countess Marie, Count
Bill, and a lady with a Polish name were present. The
Russian General Erkert came afterwards. The Princess,
noticing my white necktie, exclaimed, " Herr Doctor,
how smart you have made yourself!" I do not
remember what I said in reply, as I suddenly became
conscious of my sin and felt somewhat out of counten-
ance. Luckily the Prince soon appeared, and we went
to table, the general taking in the lady of the house,
while I had the honour to give my arm to the daughter.
A beautiful silver vase set with old and new silver coins
stood in the centre of the round table. I sat between